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the children of every working parent in
this country the greatest gift of all:
the gift of economic security for their
future, and for future generations of
Americans.

DEMOCRATS STOOD uUP AND
FOUGHT FOR HARD-WORKING
FAMILIES

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to remind my Democratic col-
leagues of what we can accomplish
when we stand up and fight for what we
believe in.

Last week our Republican colleagues
were calling a tax cut for hard-working
police officers and kindergarten teach-
ers welfare. But Democrats stood tall
and fought hard for tax relief for all
Americans who work for a living, who
pay taxes, even though they may not
make a lot of money.

Today, this House will vote on a tax
bill that includes a $500 tax credit for
all of America’s working families. This
bill also provides a $1,500 HOPE schol-
arship to make college more affordable
for middle-class families, and $24 bil-
lion for children’s health care, the sin-
gle largest investment in health care
since 1965.

All of these priorities the Democrats
in the last several weeks have fought
and stood tall on and have won. The
Democrats said, in fact, that what they
did not want to do was to provide tax
breaks for the richest and the wealthi-
est in this country. It is middle class
families who have won the benefit of
the Democrats’ hard work in these last
several weeks.

TODAY MARKS A START IN REVIS-
ING TAX SYSTEM AND TAX PHI-
LOSOPHY IN UNITED STATES

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, we are
here today taking a step toward revis-
ing the tax system and revising the tax
philosophy that has too long been
headed in the other direction. We are
here today to decide that American
families can spend their money better
than the Government can spend their
money.

The only bad news in the bill for
working families today is it is going to
be 6 months before they begin to see
what really happens when they have
their money back instead of the Gov-
ernment having that money.

A $500-per-child tax credit means to a
family of three, a working family of
three, $125 every month that the Gov-
ernment has been spending that they
can now start spending next year. It is
going to make a difference.

This bill will make a difference as we
work to make education more afford-
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able. Vocational education, college
education, $5,000 in tax credits over 4
years of college; tax savings accounts,
education savings accounts that are
going to be tax free, that allow families
to save for college. We will not be tax-
ing the interest on student loans any
more.

This is a great day for American fam-
ilies, Mr. Speaker.

DEMOCRATS MADE TAX BILL
BETTER FOR WORKING FAMILIES

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | think all of us have a recol-
lection of gathering at the family
home and knowing that in the Kitchen
a stew is brewing. But that stew does
not begin to get good until it gets
stirred. Today we vote on a bill that
the Democrats stirred and made well.

I want to speak to those individuals
that may be in fact not where our voice
can be heard. Maybe they have a black
and white television set, maybe they
do not have access to the C-SPAN, but
let me tell them, as they go to their
jobs and make $20,000 a year, the
Democrats have put together a tax bill
that will help them.

Or maybe they make $25,000. The
Democrats have stirred the pot to help
them, because they get a $500-a-year
child tax credit, and we respect the
fact that they are out working for a
living. The Democrats also gave them
$1,500 so they can start that college
education in the Houston Community
College, which | represent, or any com-
munity college around the Nation.

The Democrats recognize that these
working families they may not be
somewhere advocating and lobbying,
but we recognize that they make
America work. And to the small busi-
nesses, we say we count on them too,
because the Democrats give them a $1
million tax exemption that starts next
year!

The Democrats stirred the pot on
this tax bill, and made it fair.
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THREAT TO FREEDOM, TOO MUCH

POWER IN HANDS OF GOVERN-
MENT
(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, when the Founders were
debating the Constitution in Philadel-
phia in 1787, one of the most important
subjects of debate concerned what they
considered to be threats to freedom.

Some thought that too much govern-
ment power was the greatest threat to
freedom. Some thought that too much
power in the hands of the majority
would be a threat to the freedom of mi-
norities.
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Men like Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison wrote extensively

about these threats to freedom, and
they were right. Today | would like to
call special attention to the threat to
freedom that Thomas Jefferson feared
the most, too much power in the hands
of government. When the government
takes nearly one-half of a family’s in-
come, government has too much power.

Today we consider whether to take a
cue from President Jefferson and re-
duce the power of government by pass-
ing the tax relief package currently be-
fore Congress, before us now, and to re-
turn the authority to the very families
that sent us here to do the job.

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT

(Mrs. TAUSCHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of the Taxpayer Relief Act
and to celebrate the balanced budget
agreement.

The balanced budget agreement that
we are voting on to implement this
week will eliminate the deficit and
strengthen the foundation of our econ-
omy. It will also put more money in
the hands of the American taxpayers
through the child tax credit, the HOPE
scholarship plan, and reductions in the
capital gains tax rates and greater pro-
tection from estate taxes.

Most importantly, this agreement
provides tax relief in a fair and equi-
table manner. Working families in
America who deserve the child tax
credit will be eligible to receive it.
Middle-class families struggling to
save enough money to put their chil-
dren through college will qualify for
the HOPE scholarship plan, and in-
creased protection from estate taxes
will protect more families from
unaffordable tax bills when they in-
herit a small family business or farm.

At the same time, reckless and
unaffordable tax cuts have been
dropped in this agreement, protecting
the budget from exploding deficits in
the future. The balanced budget agree-
ment provides a sensible path toward
eliminating the deficit and providing
tax relief.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support the
balanced budget agreement, and | en-
courage my colleagues to support it as
well.

GREAT DAY FOR EVERY
AMERICAN

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, what an
incredible difference the Republican
Congress makes. Just a few short years
ago, we saw the largest tax increase in
history proposed by President Clinton.
We are going to be repealing large
parts of that today, and we saw a plan
for nationalized health insurance,
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